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energy in the cosmos, and the "basis of all br^iches of knowledge
and what is more, it is, as it were, the tree of life, because the
chaitanyam which animates the whole cosmos springs from it.
When once this ego starts into existence as a conscious being
having objective consciousness of its own, we shall, have to see ^
what the result of this ohjective consciousness will be with, re-
ference to the one absolute and unconditioned existence from
which it starts into manifested existence. From its objective
standpoint, Paralrahmam appears to it as Midaprakriti. Please
bear this in mind and try to understand my words, for here
is the root of the whole difficulty about PurusJia and Prakriti
felt by the various writers on Vedantic philosophy. Of course
this Mulaprakriti is material to us. This Mulaprakriti is no
more Pardbrahniam than the bundle of attributes of this pillar is
the pillar itself ; Parabrahmam is an unconditioned and abso-
lute reality., and Mulaprakriti is a sort of veil thrown over it.-
Paralrahmam by itself cannot be seen as it is. It is seen by
the Logos .\v'it\i a veil thrown over it, and that veil is the mighty
expanse of cosmic matter. It is the basis of material manifesta-
tions in the cosmos.

Again, Parabrafanam, after having appeared on the one hand
as the ego, and on the other as Mulapra/mli, acts as tho one
energy through the Loyos* I shall explain to you what I mean
by this acting through the Logos by a simile. Of course you
must not stretch it very far ; it is intended simply to help you
to form some kind of conception of the Logos. For inst.ii.nce,
the sun may be compared with the Logos ; light and heat ra-
diate from it, but its heat and energy exist in some xuiknown
condition in space, and are diffused throughout space as vkiblo
light and heat through its instrumentality. Such is the view
taken of the sun by the ancient philosophers. In the sumo man-
ner Parabralunam radiates from the Logos, and manifests itself